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One day every child 

with wasting that 

needs treatment will 

be able to get it. 

#CMAM21



But we need to be 

honest about what it 

will take to make that 

possible

#CMAM21



To make a quantum leap, we need to achieve ‘escape velocity’



We need to do 5 things 

to accelerate the scale 

up of community-based 

treatment of child 

wasting

#CMAM21



1. We need to stay positive



#CMAM21

In 2008, the price of a carton of RUTF 
was $57. 

Today, that same carton costs  $41.



#CMAM21

Community-based management of child 
wasting is reflected in the national policies 
of over 70 countries across the planet. 
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Twice as many children with severe wasting 
received treatment in 2019 than in 2011



2. We need supply to match demand



Today the number of 

children accessing 

treatment for wasting is 

directly proportional to 

the amount of financial 

resources being made 

available annually

#CMAM21



We need to rethink how we pay 

for treatment of child wasting.

We need to maximize 

domestic, health, 

development and private 

financing like never 

before.

#CMAM21



And yes, we need more 

cost-effective RUTF 

alternatives taken to 

market

#CMAM21



3. We need to go the extra mile



#CMAM21

CMAM was a promise of 

scale, of access and 

coverage. 

A promise to make treatment 

truly universal. 



#CMAM21

We need to integrate 

treatment across health 

systems, but in particular, 

across community health  

platforms. 



And to do that we 

need to simplify 

what treatment 

means in practice.



4. We need to stem the flow



#CMAM21

In the context of limited 

resources, universal 

coverage can only be 

achieved if the number of 

children in need of treatment 

is reduced.



#CMAM21

Conceptually, we know what it takes to protect children from wasting



#CMAM21



5. We need political momentum



#CMAM21

The Global Action Plan 

(GAP) on Child Wasting 

isn’t perfect

But it is the first-ever 

global framework to 

drive global political 

action on wasting.

Improving maternal 
nutrition

Improving access to 
primary health care, 
water, sanitation and 

hygiene services

Improving breastfeeding 
practices and children’s 
diets in the first years of 

life

Strengthening health 
systems and integrating 
treatment into routine 
primary health services
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Accelerating the 

scale up of treatment 

of child wasting is 

not rocket science



But it does require 

that we acknowledge 

and defy the  natural 

forces that threaten 

to keep us grounded 



Thank you
For more information, please visit www.childwasting.org


