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What we offer: 
•	 Concern Debates   
•	 Online Talks and Workshops 
•	 Peer to Peer Learning
•	 Education packs
•	 Teacher training
•	 Action Projects

KEY COMPETENCIES:  
Concern’s Active Citizenship programme 
supports the following key competencies:

Collaboration: the abilities to learn from 
others; to understand and respect the needs, 
perspectives and actions of others (empathy); 
to understand, relate to and be sensitive 
to others (empathetic leadership); to deal 
with conflicts in a group; and to facilitate 
collaborative and participatory problem 
solving.

Critical thinking: the ability to question norms, 
practices and opinions; to reflect on one’s own 
values, perceptions and actions; and to take a 
position in the sustainability discourse.

Self-awareness: the ability to reflect on 
one’s own role in the local community 
and (global) society; to continually 
evaluate and further motivate one’s 
actions; and to deal with one’s feelings 
and desires.

Integrated problem-solving: the 
overarching ability to apply different 
problem-solving frameworks to complex 
sustainability problems and develop 
viable, inclusive and equitable solutions 
that promote sustainable development, 
integrating the other competencies.

Concern’s Active Citizenship team are on 
hand to support teachers, students and 
school communities. We are available 
to facilitate talks and workshops and 
support your efforts to build a better 
world for everyone.

Welcome to Concern’s Active 
Citizenship Programme 2021-2022

“	Education for sustainable development aims to equip 
learners with the relevant knowledge (the ‘what’), the 
key dispositions and skills (the ‘how’) and the values 
(the ‘why’) that will motivate and empower them 
throughout their lives to become informed active citizens 
who take action for a more sustainable future.” 
(Ireland’s National Strategy on Education for Sustainable  
Development 2014-2020) 

Contact: schools@concern.net to enquire about 
any of the activities included in this booklet.
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Learn, Listen and Take Action

SPEAK, 
     ACT, DO 

Speak Act Do is a programme 
designed to support students 
to take action to build a better 
world for all. It is designed to 
be flexible, led by the school 
and supported by the Concern 
schools team. 

Students will:
•	 Develop knowledge and understanding 

of global challenges 
•	 Learn and practice skills in researching, 

critical thinking, tackling fake news as 
well as experience of running a project 
from conception to evaluation 

•	 Be part of a movement to work towards a 
better and more equal world both locally 
and globally

•	 Get the chance to be informed by people 
working on the ground in the Global South 
on global issues via 5 x engaging webinars

•	 Get the chance to meet experts and get 
tips from them to improve projects and 
have greater impact 

Who: You can sign up as many students as 
you like from individuals to an entire class, 
or even the whole school. It can be used as 
a stand-alone project (1st year to 6th year), or 
embedded into CSPE or Politics and Society 
courses.

Students working on action projects  at Agents of Change, Photo Ruth Medjber, 2019
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How Does it Work? 
Over the year, students design a project to 
take action on one of five areas: gender 
equality, climate change, hunger, 
conflict or poverty. There are three stages 
of the project: the research stage, the 
action stage and the delivery stage.
When registering for the project students 
and teachers will have the option to sign 
up to attend 5 webinars focusing on 
each area. In March, an online, “Meet the 
Expert,” event will take place at which 
specialists in the focus areas will give 
students tips on how to improve their 
project. Finally in May the top ten projects 
will be invited to Agents of Change, a 
national event to showcase their project.

How Will I Be Supported?
•	 You and your students will be invited to 

a string of events including a launch on 
October 1st, the National Youth event: 
Let’s Tackle Hunger FAST on November 
9th & Agents of Change on May 6th. 

•	 You will have access to a programme 
pack containing a facilitator’s guide, 
research guide, a poster and an action 
menu containing easy to run ideas to 
take action in your school.

•	 You will be invited to attend webinars 
to deepen students’ understanding of 
the issues of focus: Gender Equality, 
Conflict, Climate Change and Poverty.

•	 You will receive a lesson on Research 
and Fake News.

•	 To celebrate  World Food Day and 
International Women’s Day you will 
have the chance to sign up to an online 
workshop delivered individually to your 
school.

•	 You will have the option of attending 
a “How to Run an Action Project” 
webinar.

•	 The Schools Officer will check in on 
your progress and whether you need 
additional supports throughout the 
process of the programme.

•	 You and your students will be invited 
to attend a “Meet the Experts” online 
event in February when experts in each 
field of focus will give tips on how to 
improve the project.

•	 You and your students may be in with 
a chance of being one of ten schools 
asked to showcase their project at 
Concern Active’s end of year event, 
Agents of Change.

Showcase and Prizes: 
In May the top ten projects will be invited to 
showcase their project to change-makers 
at our annual Agents of Change event. 

Email schools@concern.net  
to sign up for Speak Act 
Do today or to discuss 
this programme with our 
schools officer

Students at Agents of Change event 2019 in Croke Park. 
Photo: Ruth Medjber/2019
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Concern offer online talks and workshops for schools  
using a platform of your choice (Zoom, Google Meets,  
Teams, etc.) 

If you would like to arrange a workshop for your class with our schools officer please 
contact         schools@concern.net or         085 8047975

Concern’s Schools & Youth Programme Officer is available  
to facilitate workshops which have been included in applications  
for Worldwise Global Schools funding – please see  
www.worldwiseschools.ie for details.

onlne school Talks   
   and Workshops

Concern Debates Online Programme
The Concern Debates is Concern Worldwide’s flagship schools  
activity. From 2021 Concern Debates will have a virtual component  
and if health and safety guidelines allow, face to face debates in the  
latter part of the school year. 

Introduce your students to some of the most important issues facing  
the world today. Help them acquire the skills needed to formulate an  
argument, deliver a speech, stand up for their point of view and challenge an opponent’s 
opinion. Help build confident, engaged citizens who can change the country, and the world, 
for the better. 

SDGs
Hunger

Climate Change
Conflict 

Gender Equality
Development

Left to right 
Stephanie Doyle, 
Katie Doyle, 
Stanislav Ustinov, 
Dylan O Neill, 
Coach Leon Power 
of Presentation 
De La Salle in 
Bagenalstown, 
Carlow who were 
crowned the Concern 
Debates Cup Final 
Champions 2021. 
Photo: Concern 
Worldwide
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Debates Motions 2021-22
School strikes are an effective way of getting governments  
to act on Climate Change

The challenges to ending world hunger are insurmountable

It is simply wrong for billionaires like Bezos, Branson and Musk to ‘joyride’ to 
space with so many problems back on earth

Despite its best intentions, Covax is part of the problem, not the solution, 
when it comes to vaccine equity

Sign up now!
for the Concern Debates

Left to right Holly 
Thompson, Eden 
Wilson, Alice Francey, 
Beth Eccles of the 
Friends’ School 
Lisburn debating 
team who won the 
Concern Debates 
Shield final. Photo: 
Concern Worldwide



Before completing the application  
form, please be aware of the following:
•	 The Concern Debates programme is open to senior cycle students in all  

secondary schools on the island of Ireland. 
•	 Please note that due to the popularity of the programme, registration does not guarantee 

your school a place in the Concern Debates programme.  You will be notified after the 
closing date whether your school’s application has been successful or not.

•	 Schools must appoint a teacher who will assist the team in preparing for debates and who 
will be the point of contact for Concern. Please provide your current phone and email.

•	 Each team is made up of four speakers and at least two substitutes. It is not necessary to 
have a team picked before registering, but by registering you are committing to take part 
in at least three debates between November and February, so make sure you have enough 
student interest. 

•	 The programme is subject to change throughout the year based on government and 
health and safety advice related to Covid-19.  

•	 The League Phase Debates will be filmed and recorded in school over Zoom or another 
platform used in your school. You will upload the video to our new secure judging platform 
where it will be shared with the adjudicators through a secure and private link. You will 
receive feedback and your debate results once its been viewed and marked.

•	 All debate dates are assigned by Concern. To change a date, schools must complete and 
submit the online change of date form no less than ten days before the original date.

Debates Registration
Step 1: 	C omplete registration form online via our website;  

www.concern.net/schools-and-youth/debates/
information/register-for-school-debates by the 
deadline date - Friday September 10th.

Step 2: 	 You will be notified after the closing date 
whether your application has been successful 
or not. Please note that due to the popularity 
of the programme, registration does not 
guarantee your school a place in the Concern 
Debates programme.

Step 3: 	I f your registration has been successful, you will 
receive an email from the team confirming your 
registration. 

Step 4:	 The League Phase will commence on November 1st 2021. Concern will draw the 
fixtures and provide you with full information as well as the contact details for the 
other schools in early October.
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DEBATES SUPPORT
Once you register your school, Concern will:
•	 send you all the information you need to 

take part 
•	 organise your fixtures and let you know 

the dates of your debates
•	 inform you of the motion for each round 

and the side of the debate you are on
•	 provide research tips and links to 

resources to help your team get started
•	 arrange volunteer adjudicators to judge 

your debates
•	 provide support via phone and email 

with any queries you may have

Debates Days  
and Workshops
This year we will be offering debate webinars 
for students and teachers who are signed 
up to the competition. These will offer 
advise, top tips and go over the format of the 
competition. They can be hosted on whatever 
web platform is preferred for your school 
(Google Meets, Zoom, Teams, etc). 

Please contact the Concern Debates team 
at debates@concern.net for further details 
and to register your interest in participating. 

For more information on Concern Debates 
or to register online check out  
www.concern.net/debates or contact our 
debates team debates@concern.net

For help with motions or a quick 
response check out our twitter  
@concerndebates

World Day 
Workshops
Concern invites students to celebrate key 
United Nation’s World Days! This year’s 
offering will remain online. 

During each week the world day falls 
on, we will be offering one hour online 
workshops (to suit the context of your 
school) with students specifically focusing 
on the issues directly related to the world 
day. Students will have a chance to explore 
why there is a need to raise awareness 
of these issues, find out how it relates to 
them as well as be encouraged to take 
action within their own school community. 

Workshops are free of charge, but slots are 
limited!
•• World Food Day 

11th to the 15th October 2021
•• International Women’s Day 

March 7th - 11th 2022

Email schools@concern.net 
to book in your online World 
Day Workshop slot. These 
will be on a first come, first 
served basis so getting in 
touch as early as possible is 
encouraged.

Students at Agents of Change, Photo Ruth Medjber, 2019
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“It showed me that I have  
the ability to stand up in  

front of people and express  
my thoughts.”

John Rattigan, Student,  
Elphin Community College
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What is the Agents of Change event?
Agents of Change is Concern’s annual celebration of young people who have 
completed an action project in their school or community with a development 
education theme. This year a selection of projects will be invited to showcase their 
knowledge, actions and impacts to change-makers. Agents of Change this year will 
take place on 6th May. 

To take part contact schools@concern.net.

If your Transition Year students are 
looking for something a little more 
challenging/an alternative to office work 
experience they might like to apply for a 
place on one of our TY Academy weeks in 
February 2022. 
The first part of the work experience is a 
week-long programme where students will 
learn how they can become active global 
citizens and find out about what it is like to 
work in an NGO. 

The second part of the programme is an 
independent action project that the student 
will run in their own school community and 
then share at our end of year celebration 
event, Agents of Change.

The third part of our TY Academy 
Programme: a fun and motivating session 
for all participants to showcase their 
projects and receive career talks from 
interesting professionals. 

Last year the TY Academy was online and was 
a great success receiving rave reviews from 
participants. TY Academy 2022 will also be 
online and we will work to ensure that this 
year’s TY Academy it is even better than the last.  

Find the application form on our website: 
www.concern.net/schools-and-youth/
secondary-education-programmes.

Places are limited and are granted on first-come 
first-served basis and upon completion of the 
application form. The closing date for applicants 
is 8th October 2021 and students will be 
notified of acceptance on an ongoing basis.  

For more information contact:  
schools@concern.net

Students at Agents of Change taking part in a 
Project Us Café, Photo Ruth Medjer, 2019

TY Academy  
2021 - 2022
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CPD Teacher Training:  
Project US 
Project US is Concern’s movement for change in Ireland. It is a space  
for communities to gather together to discuss how we can achieve the Sustainable 
Development Goals at a local and global level using the World Café methodology. 

This year, we are offering Project US to teachers! Take part in a Project US 
workshop and: 

•	 Develop your knowledge and understanding of development issues that 
you would like to address in the classroom 

•	 Meet other teachers interested in Global Citizenship Education to share 
ideas for practice 

•	 Learn a new methodology that you can take back to the classroom

Sessions will be online via Zoom, using active learning methodologies and will 
be organised over the course of the year. 

Contact the schools team to register your interest and we will be in touch:   
schools@concern.net

Location: 
Online via Zoom

Duration: 
1 hour and 30 minutes

Participants: 15-20 teachers 
from around the country 

Summer Leadership Programme 
The SLP brings together young people who have an interest in  
social justice issues and who aspire to become leaders. 

They will have an opportunity to foster their interests, discuss  
and develop their ideas, deepen their understanding, learn skills  
that support action and create a forum where they could meet  
each other. 

They also have the opportunity to solve real-world solutions  
through their work with our ‘Community Partners.’ Our partners in  
2021 included the Department of Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and 
Youth, Irish Aid, and Dublin City Council.

It is due to take place from 27th June to the 1st July 2022. For more information 
email schools@concern.net



Educational Resources  
and Downloadable 
Presentations 
Concern’s Active Citizenship team is delighted  
to present our online classroom hub  
www.concern.net/schools-and-youth/educational-resources
Here you will find educational resources on the work of Concern, 
development issues and on the countries we work in.

We also have downloadable presentations with audio available here 
www.concern.net/schools-and-youth/educational-resources
If you require hard copies of our resources or are having issues 
downloading, please contact us on schools@concern.net

Capital: Mogadishu

Population: 10.8 million (UN 2015)

Currency: Somali Shilling

Land area: 637, 657 sq km.The country 
is divided into 6 regions and includes the 
autonomous region of Somaliland and 
Puntland. Somaliland is a self-declared 
state as of 1991, but is not internationally 
recognised as a nation state and is 
regarded internationally as an autonomous 
region of Somalia.  

Borders: Kenya, Ethiopia, Djibouti (which 
borders Somaliland) and the Indian Ocean 

Language: Somali, Arabic, Italian, English

Religion: Sunni Islam

Life expectancy: men 50 years, women 
53 years

Climate: Tropical with two rainy seasons / 
arid

Terrain: Much of the land is scrubland 
and desert, with one of Africa’s longest 
coastlines

Natural resources: Iron-ore, Uranium and 
Tin. There have been suggestions that the 
land also holds a great amount of oil

National day: 1st July (worldatlas.com)

Symbol: Leopard

National anthem: Qolobaa Calankeed 
(‘Any nations flag’)

Landmarks: Daallo Frankincense forest, 
Iskushuban falls

Wildlife: Somali golden mole, Silver dik-
dik, Ash’s lark 

SOMALIA
FACT SHEET

FAST FACTS
Somalia is official known as the Federal Republic of Somalia, and was 
established as a nation in 1960. It is a country which has seen a great amount 
of conflict from civil war and Islamist groups, as well as having faced a number of 
emergencies from flooding, drought and food shortages. 
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capital: N’Djamena

Population: 15.294 million

total land area: 1.284 million km2

official Language: Arabic and French

religion(s): Islam, Christian, Indigenous 
beliefs 

currency: Central African CFA Franc

climate: Hot tropical climate, 
temperatures vary depending on area. The 
southern rainy season runs from May-
October and the central rainy season runs 
from June-September. The north has very 
little rain all year, whilst the dry season is 
often windy and cooler in the evenings

terrain: Broad arid (dry or barren) plains in 
the center, desert in the north, mountains 
in the northwest and lowlands in the south

natural resources: Uranium, natron, 
kaolin and petroleum

national day: The National day in Chad 
is March 17th and Independence Day is 
celebrated on August 11th

national symbol:  
Chad Coat of Arms

national anthem: La Tchadienne

Key landmarks: Lakes of Ounianga, 
Grand Mosque N’Djamena, Avenue 
Charles De Gaulle, N’Djamena Cathedral

Wildlife: Red- fronted gazelle, dama 
gazelle, dorcas gazelle, patas monkey, 
striped hyena, sudan cheetah, chadian wild 
dog, elephant, lion, buffalo, hippopotamus, 
giraffe, antelope, cheetah

Fast Facts

Chad is a landlocked country in Central Africa. Bordered by Libya 
to the north, Sudan to the east, the Central African Republic to the 
south Cameroon and Nigeria to the southwest, and Niger to the west. 

chad COuntry PrOfile  1

CHAD
COUNTRY PROFILE

chad ranks 186 out of 189 countries in the 2017 
Human Development Index (HDI): A statistic of life 
expectancy, education, and per capita amongst others.
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sdg’s in numbers

aCtivity tHRee: 
Concern and the sustainable development goals

30 minutes

1. Share the three examples of Concern’s work on page four and five with students.  
ask them to choose one case study to focus on

2. next, ask students to read the story in detail

3. Then, ask students to choose four of the sdGs which 
relate to the community in their case study

4. finally, tell students that they are going to be making 
a comic strip to bring this story to life and show how 
meeting these sdGs would impact on the lives of the 
people in their case study

5. They will divide an a4 sheet into six boxes and follow 
the story plan  

story plan
box one: introduce the  
community/person. What is  
happening?
Box two to five: each box should be about 
the four sdGs chosen and how they link to 
this person/communities story 
box six: What would the future be like for 
this person/community if all the sdG targets 
were achieved by 2030?

*statistics taken from the un sustainable development Goals Report 2018

Around 6.3 million children under the 
age of 15 died in 2017. More than half 
of these were due to conditions that 
could have been prevented or treated 
(WHO 2018)

In 2016, household and outdoor air 
pollution led to seven million deaths 
worldwide*

The world is not on track to end 
malaria by 2030. In 2017, 219 million 
cases were diagnosed compared to 
210 million in 2013 (WHO 2018)

Just under one billion people globally 
still do not have access to electricity*

Unsafe drinking water, unsafe 
sanitation and lack of hygiene 
contributed to around 870,000 deaths 
in 2016. These deaths were mainly 
caused by diarrhoeal diseases*. 

Women and girls are responsible 
for water collection in 80 per cent of 
households without access to water 
on premises. Managing periods is also 
difficult if water, soap and safe toilet 
facilities are scarce. (UN Women, 2018)

Globally, 73% of children under five 
have had their births registered. In 
sub-Saharan Africa the proportion 
is 46%.* Registering births is vital to 
protecting children and giving them 
legal access to their rights

At least 1,019 human rights defenders, 
journalists and trade unionists have 
been killed in 61 countries since 2015. 
This is equivalent to one person killed 
every day while working to inform the 
public*

More than 25 million children between 
6 and 15 years old, are missing out 
on school in conflict zones across 22 
countries (UNICEF 2017) 
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Concern and Hunger 
in 1968 concern Worldwide was founded in dublin by John and Kay o’loughlin-
Kennedy. This was in response to a famine in a part of nigeria, called Biafra, that had 
declared its independence. 

The conflict that followed Biafra’s attempt to separate from nigeria caused millions 
of people to be displaced, a blockade of food, medicine and basic necessities by the 
nigerian authorities and, as a result of this, a famine. at the height of the crisis in the 
summer of 1968, it was estimated that 6,000 children were dying every week.

concern was founded because of hunger, and today tackling hunger is still one of the 
biggest challenges that many of the communities that we work with face. We work 
with communities and local partner nGos to support people who are at risk of hunger or suffering its consequences. 
concern’s mission is to end extreme poverty, whatever it takes. Tackling hunger is a vital part of this. 

Malawi, Climate 
Change and Hunger 
climate change is one of the main reasons 
why hunger is increasing globally.

all of the communities that we work with 
are at the frontline of a rapidly changing 
climate – more extreme and unpredictable 
weather means storms, flooding, intense 
heat and drought for long periods of time, 
all of which cause are a factor in crops 
failing and hunger rising. 

Pictured Right: Maize growing in Mangochi, Malawi. 
Photo: Kieran Mcconville / feb 2019

Listen:
check out our  
three episode  
podcast about concern’s 
origin story; ‘SOS: How 
Ireland Helped a Nation’ 
which explores secret 
flights, bomb dodging and 
overcoming press censorship 
to support the Biafran people!

Malawi
• capital: lilongwe 

• Population: 16.3 million 

• land area: 118, 484 Km2 (about the same size as italy)

• languages: Two main languages are english and 
chichewa 

• Climate: Tropical (18˚C+ all year round) 

• human development index: 171 out of 189 countries 

Information from: http://www.malawi.gov.mw/ 

Malawi has two seasons – wet season and dry season. during 
wet season, crops should receive enough water to grow 
ready to harvest.  however, weather patterns are changing 
and there is an increase in extreme weather events such 
as storms, flooding, droughts and high temperatures. This 
unpredictability and extremity impacts on the amount of food 
that farmers can grow. 

Malawi is just one example of a country concern are working 
with to support communities who are impacted by climate 
change. 

Lilongwe
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All resourses are free of charge thanks to support and funding from the 
Irish Aid Global Citizenship Education unit.



Keep up to date
Get the most up to date news from Concern  
Active Citizenship and Concern Debates on  
Twitter and Instagram

www.twitter.com/concernactive            

www.twitter.com/concerndebates 

@concernactive

Find out more about the work that Concern is doing around 
the world on Facebook, Instagram and Youtube

www.concern.net/facebook

www.instagram.com/concernworldwide              

www.concern.net/youtube
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Active Citizenship Unit  
Concern Worldwide, Camden Street, Dublin 2  
Email: schools@concern.net    
Web: www.concern.net/schools
Phone: 01 417 7700 


