
PRIMARY 
  SCHOOLS 
PROGRAMME

Online Talks and Workshops 
Concern Debates 
Hunger Heroes
Free Educational Resources

      ENDING
EXTREME POVERTY
     WHATEVER
      IT TAKES

CONCERN WORLDWIDE
ACTIVE CITIZENSHIP

2021-2022



2     Primary Schools Programme
2  Primary Schools Programme 2021-2022

What we offer: 
•	 Free Online talks and workshops 

for your class over zoom or a 
platform of your choice!

•	 Free Education Packs

•	 Concern Primary Debates   

•	 Classroom talks and resources

•	 Peer to Peer learning

•	 Teacher training and support

•	 Action Projects

KEY COMPETENCIES  
Concern’s Active Citizenship programme 
supports the following key competencies:

Collaboration: the abilities to learn 
from others; to understand and respect 
the needs, perspectives and actions of 
others (empathy); to understand, relate 
to and be sensitive to others (empathetic 
leadership); to deal with conflicts in a 
group; and to facilitate collaborative and 
participatory problem solving.

Critical thinking: the ability to question 
norms, practices and opinions; to reflect on 
one’s own values, perceptions and actions; 
and to take a position in the sustainability 
discourse.

Self-awareness: the ability to reflect on 
one’s own role in the local community and 
(global) society; to continually evaluate 
and further motivate one’s actions; and to 
deal with one’s feelings and desires.

Integrated problem-solving: the 
overarching ability to apply different 
problem-solving frameworks to complex 
sustainability problems and develop 
viable, inclusive and equitable solutions 
that promote sustainable development, 
integrating the other competencies.

Concern’s Active Citizenship team are on 
hand to support teachers, students and 
school communities. We are available to 
facilitate talks and workshops and support 
your efforts to build a better world for 
everyone.

Welcome to Concern’s Active 
Citizenship Programme 2021-2022

“	Education for sustainable development aims to equip 
learners with the relevant knowledge (the ‘what’), the 
key dispositions and skills (the ‘how’) and the values 
(the ‘why’) that will motivate and empower them 
throughout their lives to become informed active citizens 
who take action for a more sustainable future.” 
(Ireland’s National Strategy on Education for Sustainable  
Development 2014-2020) 

Contact: schools@concern.net to enquire about 
any of the activities included in this booklet.



concern primary 
debates online
The Concern Debates is Concern Worldwide’s  
flagship schools activity
Introduce your students to some of the most important issues facing the world today. 
Help them acquire the skills needed to formulate an argument, deliver a speech, stand 
up for their point of view and challenge an opponent’s opinion. Help build confident, 
engaged citizens who can change the country, and the world, for the better.

The Concern Primary Debates will be going online for 2021-22. Find out more here 
www.concern.net/schools-and-youth/debates/primary-school

Benefits of Debating
•	 Critical Thinking

•	 Active Listening

•	 Research and analysis

•	 Forming an argument

•	 Persuasion

•	 Public Speaking

What’s involved?
•	 Schools can enter a team of six students

•	 Three students can debate at any time, with the other 
three acting as subs / researchers

•	 Teams will have the chance to debate on motions of 
global development issues

•	 Each debate is adjudicated independently by volunteers 
sourced by Education Centres or Concern Worldwide

•	 All students involved will receive certificates
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Let’s 
debate it!
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How do I sign up?
•	 Contact your local Education Centre (see map)

•	 Your Education Centre looks after organising each  
debate and pitting each school against the other

•	 You will receive your primary debate pack and  
an invitation to attend a online training session  
from Concern Worldwide. We recommend  
following @ConcernDebates on twitter for updates

•	 Concern Debates usually kick off in October  
but check with your local centre for the date in  
your area
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Concern Primary Debates 

2021-2022 

Information Debates Venue Motions

Concern 
primary Debates 
Competition 
commences at 
Education Centre 
level. Education 
Centre to organise 
debates

Education Centres should 
commence the debates 
this week. Training sessions 
will be taking place for 
participating teachers in 
October. Contact local 
Education Centre for these 
training dates

Each 
participating 
Education 
Centre will 
inform schools 
of location 
and format of 
debate

Education 
Centres 
will 
provide 
motions 
for each 
round

Information Debates Venue Motion

Successful regional 
teams will progress 
to debate in the 
knockout stages 
of the national 
competition 

16 schools will take 
part in 8 debates this 
week 

Education 
Centres will 
organise  
online links for 
debates and 
inform schools

Education 
Centres 
will provide 
motions to 
the successful 
teams 

Week starting October 18th*:  
Concern Primary Debates County Level**

Week starting March 28th 2022:  
Concern Primary Debates National Knockout Round 

Registrations for the Concern Primary Debates are taken 
through your local participating Education Support Centre. 
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* Starting dates can vary by region
* All regional finals for primary debates to be completed by Friday February 11th 2022



Information Debates Venue Motion

The final 8 teams 
will compete in the 
quarter finals 

Four debates will 
take place over  
two days 

Concern will 
organise 
online links for 
debates and 
inform schools

Concern Worldwide 
will advise of 
motions to 
successful teams

Information Debates Venue Motion

The final two 
teams will 
compete for the 
National title 

One final debate Concern will 
organise online 
links for the 
debate and inform 
schools 

Concern 
Worldwide 
will 
advise of 
motions to 
successful 
teams

Information Debates Venue Motion

The final 4 teams 
will compete in the 
semi finals 

One debate each 
day - SF 1 on May 
18th and SF 2 on 
May 19th

Concern will 
organise online 
links for debates 
and inform 
schools

Concern 
Worldwide 
will advise of 
motions to 
successful teams

Wednesday May 4th and Thursday May 5th 2022   
Concern Primary Debates Quarter Finals

Wednesday May 18th and Thursday May 19th 2022  
Concern Primary Debates Semi-Finals 

Thursday June 9th 2022 
Concern Primary Debates National Final 
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Concern offer a variety of online workshops and talks to suit your class needs.  
Our dedicated Schools and Youth Officer is available to organise an online interactive 
session for your class. Concern can provide an online platform or use your school’s 
preferred platform.

Each workshop is interactive and features fun games and activities to  
help your students engage with development topics such as:

• 	Poverty 
• 	Gender Equality
• 	Climate Change
• 	Water

• 	Hunger
• 	Food Waste
• 	Sustainable Development  

Goals

Hunger Heroes online 
More than 820 million people are hungry in the world today  
and yet we waste 1 million tonnes of food each year in Ireland!  
Who can help us? HUNGER HEROES!

Concern’s Hunger Hero programme is a fun way for students to learn about the 
devastating impacts of Hunger globally and also how food waste in Ireland can contribute 
to climate change and thus food shortages. Our Hunger Hero pack provides teachers with 
fun lesson plans to explore these themes and simple actions to make a difference.

Our School Officiers are on hand to get you started on our Hunger Hero programme. We 
ask that classes complete a series of small tasks in order to complete the programme 
and become Hunger Heroes!

Why is Food Waste   
in Ireland a Problem?
•	 1 million tonnes of food wasted in IRELAND each year.
•	 The majority of this food is not composted properly and is 

thrown into black bins headed to landfills.
•	 Food rotting in these landfills create methane which is  

damaging our planet and a leading cause of climate change. 

onlne school 
    Talks and Workshops

Please email schools@concern.net to book your online talk or workshop today

Our talks are recommended 
for 4th class upwards.
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Hunger Heroes
How do I sign up?

•	 Contact schools@concern.net to receive your pack full of lesson plans and 
games and book an online workshop for your school.

How do my students become Hunger Heroes?
•	 Complete two small tasks as laid out in your Hunger Hero pack

•	 Get in touch with our School Team to let us know how you got on

•	 Our team will send certificates to your school for all students involved

For more information: www.concern.net/schools-and-youth/ 
primary-education-programmes
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This beautifully illustrated award winning book explores the lives of children 
living in countries in the Global South, with the aim of introducing children 
in Ireland to concepts of development in a way they can understand. With 
colourful illustration and easy-to-read stories, the book takes young readers 
on an exciting journey to countries like Somalia, Bangladesh and Lebanon, 
where they learn about children just like them – their struggles, bravery and 
dreams for the future.  

The resource contains the Someone Like Me Book along with a question and 
activity pack for each chapter with ideas for teachers on potential projects. 
We have also developed free downloadable presentations narrated by a 
member of our team to play in the classroom. 

To order your copy and teacher’s pack contact resources@concern.net

To download your  

copy of Someone like me, 

teacher pack and  

presentations,  

Please Visit:  

www.concern.net/ 

schools-and-youth/ 

educational-resources

SomeOne Like Me:  
     Book and Resource Pack

www.concern.net/ schools-and-youth/ educational-resources
www.concern.net/ schools-and-youth/ educational-resources
www.concern.net/ schools-and-youth/ educational-resources


EDUCATIONAL  
RESOURCES AND 
DOWNLOADABLE 
PRESENTATIONS 
Concern’s Active Citizenship team is delighted  
to present our online classroom hub  
www.concern.net/schools-and-youth/educational-resources
Here you will find educational resources on the work of Concern, 
development issues and the impact of the SDGs.
We also have downloadable presentations with audio available
If you require hard copies of our resources or are having issues 
downloading, please contact us on schools@concern.net

SPEAK, 
     ACT, DO 

Concern's programme to 
support you to become an active citizen! 
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Step 1: Choose a topic

Step 2: Research
How does it impact people in Ireland?
How does it impact people globally? 

What is the link to Concern’s work overseas? 
What can you do? 

Step 3: take Action
Choose two actions from the action menu –  

A Concern action and a local action 
take action! 

Tell us about what you have been doing and present at  
Agents of Change! 

Hunger Gender 
Equality

Poverty Climate 
Change

Conflict

ACTION 
PROJECT 

PLANNER
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All resourses are free of charge thanks to support and funding from the 
Irish Aid Global Citizenship Education unit.



Capital: Mogadishu

Population: 10.8 million (UN 2015)

Currency: Somali Shilling

Land area: 637, 657 sq km.The country 
is divided into 6 regions and includes the 
autonomous region of Somaliland and 
Puntland. Somaliland is a self-declared 
state as of 1991, but is not internationally 
recognised as a nation state and is 
regarded internationally as an autonomous 
region of Somalia.  

Borders: Kenya, Ethiopia, Djibouti (which 
borders Somaliland) and the Indian Ocean 

Language: Somali, Arabic, Italian, English

Religion: Sunni Islam

Life expectancy: men 50 years, women 
53 years

Climate: Tropical with two rainy seasons / 
arid

Terrain: Much of the land is scrubland 
and desert, with one of Africa’s longest 
coastlines

Natural resources: Iron-ore, Uranium and 
Tin. There have been suggestions that the 
land also holds a great amount of oil

National day: 1st July (worldatlas.com)

Symbol: Leopard

National anthem: Qolobaa Calankeed 
(‘Any nations flag’)

Landmarks: Daallo Frankincense forest, 
Iskushuban falls

Wildlife: Somali golden mole, Silver dik-
dik, Ash’s lark 

SOMALIA
FACT SHEET

FAST FACTS
Somalia is official known as the Federal Republic of Somalia, and was 
established as a nation in 1960. It is a country which has seen a great amount 
of conflict from civil war and Islamist groups, as well as having faced a number of 
emergencies from flooding, drought and food shortages. 

SOMALIA COUNTRY PROFILE  1
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capital: N’Djamena

Population: 15.294 million

total land area: 1.284 million km2

official Language: Arabic and French

religion(s): Islam, Christian, Indigenous 
beliefs 

currency: Central African CFA Franc

climate: Hot tropical climate, 
temperatures vary depending on area. The 
southern rainy season runs from May-
October and the central rainy season runs 
from June-September. The north has very 
little rain all year, whilst the dry season is 
often windy and cooler in the evenings

terrain: Broad arid (dry or barren) plains in 
the center, desert in the north, mountains 
in the northwest and lowlands in the south

natural resources: Uranium, natron, 
kaolin and petroleum

national day: The National day in Chad 
is March 17th and Independence Day is 
celebrated on August 11th

national symbol:  
Chad Coat of Arms

national anthem: La Tchadienne

Key landmarks: Lakes of Ounianga, 
Grand Mosque N’Djamena, Avenue 
Charles De Gaulle, N’Djamena Cathedral

Wildlife: Red- fronted gazelle, dama 
gazelle, dorcas gazelle, patas monkey, 
striped hyena, sudan cheetah, chadian wild 
dog, elephant, lion, buffalo, hippopotamus, 
giraffe, antelope, cheetah

Fast Facts

Chad is a landlocked country in Central Africa. Bordered by Libya 
to the north, Sudan to the east, the Central African Republic to the 
south Cameroon and Nigeria to the southwest, and Niger to the west. 

chad COuntry PrOfile  1

CHAD
COUNTRY PROFILE

chad ranks 186 out of 189 countries in the 2017 
Human Development Index (HDI): A statistic of life 
expectancy, education, and per capita amongst others.
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NIGER 
FACT FILE 

•	 Capital: Niamey

•	 Population: 22.44 million1

•	 Total Land Area: Almost 
1,267,000 km2, making it the 

largest country in West Africa

•	 Borders: Libya, Algeria, Benin, 

Burkina Faso, Mali and Chad

•	 Official Languages: French, 
Arabic, Hausa & Songhai

•	 Religions: Islam, Christianity and 

traditional indigenous religious 

beliefs

•	 Currency: West African CFA franc

•	 Human Development Index Rank: 

189 (out of 189)

•	 Terrain: Two-thirds of the country is 

desert

•	 Natural Resources: Uranium, 
coal, iron ore, tin, phosphates, gold, 

molybdenum, gypsum, salt, oil

•	 National Day: 3rd August 
(Independence Day and also Arbor 

Day)

•	 National Symbol: The dama gazelle 

is the national symbol of Niger

•	 National Anthem: “La Nigérienne”

•	 Key Landmarks: Gadoufaoua fossil 

graveyard, The Zuma Rock, Emir’s 

Palace

•	 Wildlife: Antelopes, gazelles, 
elephants, giraffes, lions, cheetahs 

NIGER HAS ONE OF THE 
BIGGEST RESERVES OF 
URANIUM IN THE WORLD.

• Niger is the least 
developed country in 
the world.2 

• Every year, the country 
suffers a ‘hunger gap’ – a time 
between harvests when food is scarce.

What is Concern Worldwide doing in Niger?

Concern has worked in Niger since 2003. Our work in Niger focuses on health, 

nutrition and food security.

1. World Bank 2019: https://data.worldbank.org/country/niger

2. UN’s Human Development Index, 2018. 

Photocopy!
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HUNGER HEROES
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BURUNDI 
FACT FILE 

•	 Capital: Bujumbura

•	 Population: 11.2 Million1

•	 Total Land Area: 27,834 km2, 

making it one of the smallest 

countries in Africa.

•	 Main exports: Coffee, tea, hides, 

tin ore

•	 Human Development Index 
Rank:  
185 (out of 189)2 

•	 Borders: Rwanda, Tanzania, DRC.

•	 Official Languages: Kirundi 

(official), French (official), Swahili

•	 Wildlife: lions, antelopes, 
hares, buffaloes, crocodiles, 

hippopotamus and various 

species of birds

•	 Natural Resources: Gold, 
copper, uranium, tungsten, nickel, 

tin, peat, platinum, limestone, 

vanadium, tantalum, niobium, 

kaolin, cobalt

•	 National Day: 1st July 
(Independence Day)

•	 National Motto: “Ubumwe, 

Ibikorwa, Iterambere” (Unity, 

Work, Progress)

•	 National Anthem: “Burundi 

Bwacu”

•	 Key Landmarks: Mugara Hot 

Springs, Kayove Cave, Karera 

Falls

• Stunting is a sign of malnutrition. 

• Malnourished children do not 
grow and develop at a normal 

rate and are often stunted or 
‘too short for their age’. 

• The rate of stunting in Burundi is 56%.3

What is Concern Worldwide doing in Burundi? 

Concern Worldwide has been working in Burundi since  

1997. Our focus is on livelihoods, health, education and nutrition. 

1. https://data.worldbank.org/country/burundi?view=chart

2. Human Development Index 2018: http://hdr.undp.org/en/2018-update

3. Global Hunger Index 2018 https://www.globalhungerindex.org/burundi.html

Photocopy!
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HUNGER HEROES
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sdg’s in numbers

aCtivity tHRee: 
Concern and the sustainable development goals

30 minutes

1. Share the three examples of Concern’s work on page four and five with students.  
ask them to choose one case study to focus on

2. next, ask students to read the story in detail

3. Then, ask students to choose four of the sdGs which 
relate to the community in their case study

4. finally, tell students that they are going to be making 
a comic strip to bring this story to life and show how 
meeting these sdGs would impact on the lives of the 
people in their case study

5. They will divide an a4 sheet into six boxes and follow 
the story plan  

story plan
box one: introduce the  
community/person. What is  
happening?
Box two to five: each box should be about 
the four sdGs chosen and how they link to 
this person/communities story 
box six: What would the future be like for 
this person/community if all the sdG targets 
were achieved by 2030?

*statistics taken from the un sustainable development Goals Report 2018

Around 6.3 million children under the 
age of 15 died in 2017. More than half 
of these were due to conditions that 
could have been prevented or treated 
(WHO 2018)

In 2016, household and outdoor air 
pollution led to seven million deaths 
worldwide*

The world is not on track to end 
malaria by 2030. In 2017, 219 million 
cases were diagnosed compared to 
210 million in 2013 (WHO 2018)

Just under one billion people globally 
still do not have access to electricity*

Unsafe drinking water, unsafe 
sanitation and lack of hygiene 
contributed to around 870,000 deaths 
in 2016. These deaths were mainly 
caused by diarrhoeal diseases*. 

Women and girls are responsible 
for water collection in 80 per cent of 
households without access to water 
on premises. Managing periods is also 
difficult if water, soap and safe toilet 
facilities are scarce. (UN Women, 2018)

Globally, 73% of children under five 
have had their births registered. In 
sub-Saharan Africa the proportion 
is 46%.* Registering births is vital to 
protecting children and giving them 
legal access to their rights

At least 1,019 human rights defenders, 
journalists and trade unionists have 
been killed in 61 countries since 2015. 
This is equivalent to one person killed 
every day while working to inform the 
public*

More than 25 million children between 
6 and 15 years old, are missing out 
on school in conflict zones across 22 
countries (UNICEF 2017) 

ADAMOU’S STORY 
Two year old Adamou lives with his mother Hassana in Niger. At 13 
months Adamou was diagnosed as malnourished and fell ill with 
malaria. He weighed just over 7kg; he should have weighed nearly 
10kg. Adamou was successfully treated for both conditions with the 
help of a community health worker and clinic supported by Concern.

When Adamou was sick, his family were provided with soap to wash 
their hands and a mosquito net which prevents mosquito bites and 
the spread of malaria. 

His family also learned about the importance of a varied and 
nutritious diet. “In our tradition, there is a belief that we should 
never feed eggs to a child because they will become a chief – and 
have to shoulder all the responsibility that comes with that. But now 
we know that eggs are good. In the past, you would see eggs lying 
around the place, but now you cannot find an egg. We have also 
learned that it’s important to feed green vegetables to our children.” 

“We eat twice a day,” said Hassana. “The children are doing well.” 

Hassana and her husband grow millet, sorghum and cowpeas 
(black eyed peas) and earn some money from selling what they 
produce. Photo: Darren Vaughn Concern Worldwide 2018

Adapting to 
Climate Change
Insufficient rains, poor 
harvests, poverty and conflict in 
Niger have left millions of people 
hungry and malnourished.

New fast-growing millet means Mika and his family do not 
have to wait three months for their food to grow. 
Photo: Darren Vaughan Concern Worldwide 2018

This millet was grown from seeds distributed by Concern. It is a new 
fast-growing variety of millet which grows in just 65 days instead of 100. 
Photo: Darren Vaughan Concern Worldwide 2018 

The village of Sabon Kalgo has been badly affected by drought.
Photo: Darren Vaughan Concern Worldwide 2018 

Registered Company Number: 39647, Registered Revenue Number: CHY 5745, 
Registered Charity Number: 20009090, Concern Worldwide.
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Concern and Hunger 
in 1968 concern Worldwide was founded in dublin by John and Kay o’loughlin-
Kennedy. This was in response to a famine in a part of nigeria, called Biafra, that had 
declared its independence. 

The conflict that followed Biafra’s attempt to separate from nigeria caused millions 
of people to be displaced, a blockade of food, medicine and basic necessities by the 
nigerian authorities and, as a result of this, a famine. at the height of the crisis in the 
summer of 1968, it was estimated that 6,000 children were dying every week.

concern was founded because of hunger, and today tackling hunger is still one of the 
biggest challenges that many of the communities that we work with face. We work 
with communities and local partner nGos to support people who are at risk of hunger or suffering its consequences. 
concern’s mission is to end extreme poverty, whatever it takes. Tackling hunger is a vital part of this. 

Malawi, Climate 
Change and Hunger 
climate change is one of the main reasons 
why hunger is increasing globally.

all of the communities that we work with 
are at the frontline of a rapidly changing 
climate – more extreme and unpredictable 
weather means storms, flooding, intense 
heat and drought for long periods of time, 
all of which cause are a factor in crops 
failing and hunger rising. 

Pictured Right: Maize growing in Mangochi, Malawi. 
Photo: Kieran Mcconville / feb 2019

Listen:
check out our  
three episode  
podcast about concern’s 
origin story; ‘SOS: How 
Ireland Helped a Nation’ 
which explores secret 
flights, bomb dodging and 
overcoming press censorship 
to support the Biafran people!

Malawi
• capital: lilongwe 

• Population: 16.3 million 

• land area: 118, 484 Km2 (about the same size as italy)

• languages: Two main languages are english and 
chichewa 

• Climate: Tropical (18˚C+ all year round) 

• human development index: 171 out of 189 countries 

Information from: http://www.malawi.gov.mw/ 

Malawi has two seasons – wet season and dry season. during 
wet season, crops should receive enough water to grow 
ready to harvest.  however, weather patterns are changing 
and there is an increase in extreme weather events such 
as storms, flooding, droughts and high temperatures. This 
unpredictability and extremity impacts on the amount of food 
that farmers can grow. 

Malawi is just one example of a country concern are working 
with to support communities who are impacted by climate 
change. 

Lilongwe

INES’ STORY
5 year old Ines, her mother Clothilde and her 
family live in a two room home in rural Burundi. 
Clotilde and her husband earn a living by growing 
cassava and corn. Ines loves to be involved in 
preparing food and cooking food at home. Her 
family has received support and advice from 
Concern Worldwide to learn about nutrition, 
hygiene and staying healthy. They now have help 
if they get sick and all the children have been 
treated for malaria. 

Ines knows how important it is to have a balanced 
diet and now eats twice a day with her family. Meals 
consist mostly of beans, corn, rice, cassava paste, 
sweet potatoes and vegetables. Ines is energetic 
and loves to play with her friends in the village. 

Concern are working to improve the lives of more 
than 58,000 children like Ines at risk of malnutrition 
in Burundi. Ines’ family is one of more than 55,000 
families to benefit from health and nutrition support 
in Cibitoke Burundi since July 2018.Photo: Abbie Taylor Smyth Concern Worldwide 2018

WHAT IS 
CASSAVA?
Cassava is a starchy root vegetable that looks very 
similar to sweet potato. Unlike white potatoes the 
leaves are edible. It is the main staple in the diets of 
more than 800 million people around the world!

Cassava can thrive in poor soil and has a good 
tolerance to drought.

Tapioca starch comes from cassava root and is 
used as thickener in a variety of products found in 
our supermarkets. 

In some countries cassava is also grown for its leaves 
which contain up to 25% protein. Cassava root is high 
in carbohydrate and low in protein and fat. 

Other names for Cassava include Yuca and Mantioc. 

Cassava is grown 
by SMALLHOLDER 
FARMERS in more 
than 100 tropical and 
subtropical countries. Jeanne with the cassava she has grown to sell at a local market in 

Burundi.  Photo: Abbie Trayler Smith Concern Worldwide 2018 

Registered Company Number: 39647, Registered Revenue Number: CHY 5745, 
Registered Charity Number: 20009090, Concern Worldwide.

https://www.concern.net/
schools-and-youth/ 
educational-resources
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Keep up to date
Get the most up to date news from Concern  
Active Citizenship and Concern Debates on  
Twitter and Instagram

www.twitter.com/concernactive            

www.twitter.com/concerndebates 

@concernactive

Find out more about the work that Concern is doing around 
the world on Facebook, Instagram and Youtube

www.concern.net/facebook

www.instagram.com/concernworldwide              

www.concern.net/youtube

      ENDING
EXTREME POVERTY
     WHATEVER
      IT TAKES

Active Citizenship Unit  
Concern Worldwide, Camden Street, Dublin 2  
Email: schools@concern.net    
Web: www.concern.net/schools
Phone: 01 417 7700 


