
Capital: Mogadishu

Population: 10.8 million (UN 2015)

Currency: Somali Shilling

Land area: 637, 657 sq km.The country 
is divided into 6 regions and includes the 
autonomous region of Somaliland and 
Puntland. Somaliland is a self-declared 
state as of 1991, but is not internationally 
recognised as a nation state and is 
regarded internationally as an autonomous 
region of Somalia.  

Borders: Kenya, Ethiopia, Djibouti (which 
borders Somaliland) and the Indian Ocean 

Language: Somali, Arabic, Italian, English

Religion: Sunni Islam

Life expectancy: men 50 years, women 
53 years

Climate: Tropical with two rainy seasons / 
arid

Terrain: Much of the land is scrubland 
and desert, with one of Africa’s longest 
coastlines

Natural resources: Iron-ore, Uranium and 
Tin. There have been suggestions that the 
land also holds a great amount of oil

National day: 1st July (worldatlas.com)

Symbol: Leopard

National anthem: Qolobaa Calankeed 
(‘Any nations flag’)

Landmarks: Daallo Frankincense forest, 
Iskushuban falls

Wildlife: Somali golden mole, Silver dik-
dik, Ash’s lark 

SOMALIA
FACT SHEET

FAST FACTS
Somalia is official known as the Federal Republic of Somalia, and was 
established as a nation in 1960. It is a country which has seen a great amount 
of conflict from civil war and Islamist groups, as well as having faced a number of 
emergencies from flooding, drought and food shortages. 

SOMALIA COUNTRY PROFILE  1

$



2  SOMALIA COUNTRY PROFILE

SOMALIA TIME LINE: 
CONFLICT, FAMINE AND CRISIS
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THE REGION WAS COLONISED BY GREAT BRITAIN AND ITALY DURING THIS PERIOD

BRITISH AND ITALIAN SOMALILAND COLONIES WERE GRANTED INDEPENDENCE AND UNITED TO FORM THE 
REPUBLIC OF SOMALIA, WITH ADEN ABDULLAH OSMAN DAAR BECOMING THE COUNTRIES FIRST PRESIDENT 

CONFLICT WITH ETHIOPIA ERUPTS OVER A DISPUTED REGION OF LAND

PEACE ACCORD SIGNED WITH ETHIOPIA

THE FIRST GOVERNMENT SINCE 1991 IS ANNOUNCED, BUT ISN’T ACCEPTED BY ALL LEADING 
TO MORE INSTABILITY AND VIOLENCE 

FAMINE IS DECLARED IN THREE REGIONS, AND KILLS ALMOST 260,000

DROUGHT STRIKES - SIX REGIONS IN SOMALIA ARE DECLARED IN FAMINE, AFFECTING 4.8 MILLION PEOPLE

SOMALIA’S FIRST FORMAL PARLIAMENT IN 20 YEARS IS SWORN IN

COLLAPSE OF THE GOVERNMENT LEADS TO CIVIL WAR. THE COMBINATION OF A FAILED GOVERNMENT AND 
CIVIL WAR ALSO LED TO HUMANITARIAN CRISIS. SOMALILAND BREAKS AWAY AND DECLARES ITSELF AS AN 
INDEPENDENT NATIONS. 

SEVERE DROUGHT CAUSES WIDESPREAD STARVATION

CONFLICT ERUPTS AS AL-SHEBAB, AN ISLAMIST MILITIA BASED IN SOMALIA, CARRY OUT MANY ATTACKS 
TOWARDS KENYA AND THE SOMALIAN GOVERNMENT

HEAVY RAIN IN PARTS OF SOMALIA AND ETHIOPIA LEADS TO FLOODING IN CENTRAL AND SOUTHERN SOMALIA. 
OVER 70,000 ARE DISPLACED 

A FOOD CRISIS IS DECLARED IN SOMALIA WITH AN ESTIMATED 6.3 MILLION PEOPLE (HALF THE POPULATION) ARE 
IN NEED OF URGENT FOOD ASSISTANCE 
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KEY WORDS
•	 Civil war: A war between citizens of 

the same country

•	 Militia: A military force that engages 
in rebel or terrorist activities in 
opposition to a regular army. Or one 
which supplements the regular army 
in times of emergency. 

•	 Drought: An extended period of time 
where the amount of rain that falls 
is well below average, and leads to 
water shortages.

•	 Humanitarian crisis: An event or 
series of events that causes a critical 
threat to the health, safety, security 
or wellbeing of a community or other 
large group of people. 

•	 Colony: a country or area under 
political control of another country and 
occupied by settlers from that country.

GOAL 2  
ZERO HUNGER

What can be done to ensure that every child has sufficient 
and nutritious food in order to grow up healthy?

End hunger, achieve food security and improve nutrition, 
and promote sustainable agriculture.

GOAL 16  
PEACE AND JUSTICE
Promote peaceful, stable and inclusive societies for 

sustainable development, provide access to justice for all.

The world must work together 
to help achieve Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs)  
2 and 16 in Somalia

Conflict in Somalia 

Somalia’s history is chequered with conflict which has had huge human-
itarian consequences: because of long term conflict, civilians have been 
caught in the cross-fire. As a result, over 1 million Somali people are inter-
nally displaced and without access to resources to meet basic needs. 

Additionally, Somalia currently faces a food crisis after only overcoming a 
famine in 2011. A combination of drought due to two seasons of failed 
rains, rising prices of food and water, as well as conflict has led to a 
situation where an estimated 6.3 million people are in urgent need of food assistance. This 
includes 363,000 children who are acutely malnourished. 

Nutrition is vital to living a healthy life and malnourishment has far reaching consequences. 
These include weakened immune systems, a higher risk of disease, growth problems in 
children and impacts on education. Malnourishment is also a driver and a conse-
quence of poverty and inequalities in societies. 

CONFLICT  
IN SOMALIA 
Somalia’s history is chequered with conflict which has had huge humanitarian 
consequences: because of long term conflict, civilians have been caught in 
the cross-fire. As a result, over 1 million Somali people are internally displaced 
and without access to resources to meet basic needs. 

Additionally, Somalia currently faces a food crisis after only overcoming a famine in 2011. A 
combination of drought due to two seasons of failed rains, rising prices of food and water, as well 
as conflict has led to a situation where an estimated 6.3 million people are in urgent need of food 
assistance. This includes 363,000 children who are acutely malnourished. 

Nutrition is vital to living a healthy life and malnourishment has far reaching 
consequences. These include weakened immune 
systems, a higher risk of disease, growth problems 
in children and impacts on education. Malnourishment 
is also a driver and a 
consequence of poverty 
and inequalities in 
societies. 
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Want to Learn  
MORE?
Concern Worldwide’s Active 
Citizenship Team run workshops 
for students during the academic 
year. If you are interested 
in exploring and critically 
examining global issues in the 
classroom please contact us on 
schools@concern.net

Follow us on twitter  
@concernactive 

Follow us on Instagram  
@concernactive

Find our latest updates at the 
Concern blog! 

Checkout videos of the 
projects that we are working on 

Run a fundraiser at your school 
or youth group to raise vital 
funds for the work we are doing

READ

WATCH

ACT

WRITTEN BY: Lauren Wright - Active Citizenship, Concern Worldwide

What is Concern doing? 
Concern began working in Somalia in 
1986, and ran numerous projects since 
then to respond to long term and short 
term needs of communities living there. 

In Somalia and Somaliland we are 
currently running an emergency 
response programme to assist those 
suffering from the hunger crisis. This 
has includes providing cash transfers 
to families so they can buy the food they 
urgently need, and treating children who 
are malnourished.

We are also providing emergency 
water supplies to those in urgent 
need. In Baidoa we’re providing 
water to over 16,000 individuals 
and supply water to two hospitals. 
We are trucking water to 10 villages 
in Somaliland and have expanded 
water trucking from 15 to 47 
locations in Gedo.
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