Teacher
Tips

Before the debate:

e Team: You need a team of four students,

e Online Debates: As it is a hybrid programme

plus @ minimum of two substitutes. During
the debates programme you will also

need students to act as timekeeper and
Chairperson. If you have lots of interested
students you can get them involved in
researching.

Commitment: You will need to meet with
your team at least once a week to help
support your students as they prepare for
their debates.

Consent forms: ALL student consent forms
must be uploaded onto the Concern Debates
Platform. Information on using the Platform
is available on our Debates Platform Guide.
This must include any student who will be
involved as timekeeper or Chairperson.

Set up: Please follow the Room set up guide
on how to best lay out the room for a debate,
so that we can see all the team clearly.
Ideally the speaker will use a podium, with
their team mates at a table to the side behind
them. Please note a podium is not essential,
if you do not have one please use whatever
suitable table you have access to.

some debates will be online, so please ensure
you have read the Debates Platform Guide
and are confident using your chosen platform
to record the debate. Do a technical check
to ensure you can hear and see the opposing
team before you start to record the debate.
We ask both the proposing and opposing
teams to record the debate, in case of any
technical issues, but it is the responsibility of
the Proposition to upload the video promptly
onto the Debates Platform the day after the
debate. The Opposition school is asked to
retain a copy of the debate recording until the
results have been awarded.

g8
school, or in the school | |
premises of your opposing team, orin a
neutral venue- such as a hotel or Concern
office. At all times please ensure you adhere
to the terms and conditions of entering the
Concern Debates Programme and treat all
adjudicators and the opposing team with

respect and courtesy. Please remember that
the adjudicators decision is final and if you

Face to face Debates:
As part of the hybrid
Concern Debates
Programme we may have
physical debates in your

How to set up the require further feedback on the result please
room for an online contact the Concern Debates Team and we
debate will get back to you as soon as we can.
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TEACHER TIPS

 When you are the Proposition School

For online debates as the proposing school you
are responsible for:

- Agreeing the date and time for the debate with
the opposing school debates mentor. Concern
will provide you with the relevant contact
details when we email you the fixture lists

- Confirming this date with the Concern Debates
team

- Setting up the online meeting, over Zoom, MS
Teams or any other online platform you are
comfortable using

- Providing a Chairperson for the debate, please
refer to our sample Chairperson speech

- Providing a Timekeeper for the debate, who
will complete the Timekeeping Sheet and
announce any penalties for your school when
asked by the Chair in the closing comments
after the debate has concluded. The opposing
school will have their own Timekeeper who will
announce any penalties for their team

- Recording the debate and retaining a copy of
the debate until you have received the results

- Uploading the recording of the debate onto the
Concern Debates Platform. For information
on using this platform please see our Concern
Debates Platform video

For face to face debates the Proposition are
responsible for:

- Agreeing the date and time for the debate with
the opposing school debates mentor. Concern
will provide you with the relevant contact
details when we email you the fixture lists

- Confirming this date with the Concern Debates
team

- Setting up the room, as outlined on the Room
Set up Guide

- Providing a Chairperson for the debate, please
refer to our sample Chairperson speech

- Providing a Timekeeper for the debate, who
will complete the Timekeeping Sheet and
give this to the Chief Adjudicator before the
deliberations begin

- Providing post debate refreshments (tea,
coffee, biscuits) for the teams, adjudicators and
audience

Chairperson's @
Sample §4
Speech ]

Timekeeper’s role ,Q
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 When you are the Opposition School:

For online debates as the opposing school you
are responsible for:

- Responding promptly to the proposing
school debates mentor to agree the date and
time for the debate with the opposing school
debates mentor

- Recording the debate, as a back up in case of
technical issues. Please retain this recording
until you have received your results

- Providing a Timekeeper for the debate, who
will complete the Timekeeping Sheet and
announce any penalties for your school
when asked by the Chair in the closing
comments after the debate has concluded.
The proposing school will have their own
Timekeeper who will announce any penalties
for their team

For face to face debates the Opposition are
responsible for:

- Responding promptly to the proposing
school debates mentor to agree the date and
time for the debate with the opposing school
debates mentor

- Arriving at the Proposition school promptly
at the agreed time on the day of the debate
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TEACHER TIPS

Preparing for your debate:

e Time: Each speaker has 4 minutes and 30
seconds to speak. Make sure you speak for no
less than 4 minutes (or you will look like you
didn’t prepare well), and for no more than 4
minutes and 30 seconds (or they will lose some
of their hard-earned marks in time penalties).

» Teamroles: Your team will be comprised of
four students, with at least two substitutes.

As debates mentor you will be helping your
team to prepare and give five speeches- Captain
Opening Speech, Speaker 2, Speaker 3, Speaker
4 and Captain Closing Speech.

The Opening Speech: The proposing captain

is marked on their definition of the motion and
outlining the team’s arguments. The captain of the
opposing team is marked for responding to the
motion defined by the proposition and outlining
their team’s arguments.

The Closing Speech: Each captain is marked on
their summation of their team’s arguments and
rebuttals, and refutation or rebuttal of their own.
No new material should be introduced in the
summation, even if it shows brilliant research or
understanding!

Speaker 2 will have the least refutation and
rebuttal to include, so is a good position for any
nervous or first time debaters. Speakers 3 and 4
will continue to incorporate refutation and rebuttal
into their speeches.

Each speech will be the same maximum of 4
minutes and 30 seconds long.

How to
structure , ¥
your speech (g )

Sample Captain Opening Speech
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Research: Concern provides a list of sources
and web links for each motion in the league
phase which can be a starting point for your
research. But your team can and should find
other reputable sources too.

Research can take many forms:

- Surveys within your school, community,
family or friends. Useful for motions that
address our responsibilities and attitudes

- Books, encyclopedia, newspapers, journals,
periodicals and magazines can be a great
source of statistics and quotations

- Carrying out interviews with politicians,
ambassadors, councillors, local business
people or teachers

- Documentaries, current affairs and news
programmes can contain some really strong
information and statistics

- Contacting NGOs, government departments

- Searching websites such as
www.developmenteducation.ie
www.globalissues.org www.newint.org
www.bbc.co.uk/news and of course
WWwWw.concern.net.

- Podcasts, informative videos and other
multimedia can all be found in abundance on
the internet too
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TEACHER TIPS

e Sources: Remember your team should quote
sources for all statistics and facts used in their
arguments.

Structure: If you have a team line, use it
sparingly and to emphasise your points. One
handy little rule for structuring your speech is
the ‘Rule of Three’:

1. Say what you are going to say ~
Introduction

2. Say it ~ Main Body (your proof)

3. Remind us of what you have said ~
Conclusion (sum up)

Humour: Humour really livens up a debate. But
please do ensure that it humour is appropriate
and respectful at all times. You will lose points
for inappropriate comments and sarcasm.

Refute & Rebute: Remember your team will
need additional, relevant information and
statistics that might be used for rebuttal on the
day of the debate. Leave time for Refutation and
Rebuttal when timing speeches. Encourage your
team to predict what the other team will say
and keep some statistics that could be used to
counteract their arguments. Remember if your
team does not include Refutation & Rebuttal
you will not receive any points in this category
from the adjudicators!

Refer to our Refutation & Rebuttal Guide for
more tips on how your team can counter your
opposing team’s arguments.

Refutation "
and Rebuttal “«

Adjudicator and Teacher

i) Concern
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e Practise: Encourage your team to practise
the speeches in front of the mirror; using a
video camera; in front of parents and classes.
The more comfortable and convinced they
are of the points they are asserting, the easier
it will be to convince others — especially the
adjudicators.

« See our Sample Speech resource to view
an example of how to format and structure a
debate speech.

During the debate:

» Safeguarding; Please ensure that Concern’s
Safeguarding Guidelines are always met at
any debate you participate in. We remind
you that you are not permitted to take screen
shots of any online debates, share your
Concern Debates Platform log in details
and that adjudicators must never be left
unattended during a face to face debate.

e Props: No props are permitted for use during
the Concern Debates Programme.

» Be confident: Encourage your team to use
notes as little as possible and to not speak
too fast. Debaters should use body language,
eye contact and vary their tone to keep the
audience captivated.
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TEACHER TIPS

e Active listening: Throughout the debate After the debate.

the entire team should be listening out for

points to refute and rebut in the other team’s « Online debates: Both schools must record

arguments. the debate. If you are the Proposition school
then you upload the recording of the debate
onto the Concern Debates Platform. The
Opposition school will retain their recording
until the results are awarded. The recording
will then be shared with an adjudicator to
view on the Platform. You will be emailed
results and feedback within a week.

» Teamwork: Debaters need to show that they
worked as a team in preparing for the debate.
It should be obvious to the adjudicators how
they divided up the subject. Debaters should
also be familiar with each other’s speeches,
share research and useful statistics and refer
to your team mate’s speeches if relevant.

Encourage your team to pass notes to each « Face to face debates: The adjudicator (/s)
@il (ELiEil eUiingine eleoeie = s til will deliver the result immediately after the
show they are working together to come up debate. The marking sheets are confidential

with points of Refutation or Rebuttal. so the adjudicator will not share these

details with you. If you are not happy with
the result, or would like further feedback,
please do not ask the adjudicator. Instead
contact the Concern Debates Team by
email and we will provide you with further
information.

.|
Debates Online

Platform ?a

A guide for teachers

Registration S iI k

Before using the platform, all schools
their er e a passw

ur password" function as a back-up. You only have to do

Marking sheet guide for
Adjudicators and Teachers *

What to look out for —_

O |

Good Very Good Score.
(3/5) (5-6/10) (@/5) (7-8/10)

A. Content
10 marks

Staying on topi

edup | Two facts backed up
urce.

o that cked up with clearly stated evidence
witha credible source. | by a credible so ed

tedia etc) will add strength to an argument.
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